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But the enjoyment of such a condition presup-
poses perfect uprightness on the part of man; and
failing that, supposing him to be in. a condition in
which the  law  of   right-doing   has  been  broken
through, a condition nevertheless from which it is
possible that he could be raised through means pro-
vided, it is quite conceivable that it might be the
reverse  of  beneficial   to   him that the boundary
between right and wrong should in all cases be
sharply and clearly marked.   For then the smallest
transgression would assume the character of high-
handed rebellion; and as by hypothesis the man is
in an imperfect state, he would be liable to fall again
into open disobedience, and the ill effect of it upon
his character would be aggravated by the clearness
of the light against which he had sinned.   Hence in-
stead of being gradually led on towards an improved
condition the fear is that he would only become
worse and worse.    But the existence of a sort of
sliding scale of clearness as to duty seems, on the one
hand, to afford greater play for the exercise of love
in doing what is somewhat doubtfully believed to be
right; while on the other, a transgression involves a
smaller shock to the character when the thing com-
mitted is only suspected to be wrong than would
have been the case had it clearly and unmistakably
been known to be so.    We see then that in a state
of probation the withholding of unmistakable light